
 

Religious Education Policy 
 

Introduction/Vision  Our RE curriculum is designed to enable all of our children to explore both what they 

believe and the beliefs of those around them in order to understand what difference 

those beliefs make to how people live. Our aim is to enable pupils to gain the knowledge, 

understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, 

reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.  

Linking to British Values, we want our children to have opportunities to understand 

different cultures and to be respectful of all differences, gaining a wider understanding of 

the world that we live in. We want the children of TLA to explore a range of religions and 

beliefs so that they, in turn, can develop their own identity, values and ideas. Through our 

RE curriculum, we also look to equip children with the ability to both gain and deploy the 

skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate texts and evidence from a variety of 

sources. Ultimately, our children will be able to make sense of a range of religious and 

non-religious beliefs, understand the significance and impact of those beliefs and make 

connections to further enquire, reflect, explain, understand and challenge so that they 

may develop as individuals. 

Curriculum/Organisation  RE is taught throughout the school year, with each term containing four lessons all 

centred around a particular unit. Each year group has the opportunity to look at 

Christianity as well as one or more other religions systematically throughout the year 

before then making thematic links across religions during the last half term of the school 

year. This deepends pupils' knowledge about religions and also develops their ‘religious 

literacy.’ Curriculum Kernewek is also interwoven into three units across the year groups 

so that children can understand how religion and beliefs directly impact the area in which 

they live. The RE coordinator has designed a long term plan which follows the Cornwall 

Locally Agreed Syllabus and splits the year into six units for each year group. Where 

possible, units linked to key moments throughout the year, i.e Christmas and Easter fall at 

those given times to make learning more tangible and relative for our children. 

Medium term Plans: These are created by the subject coordinator which give an overview 

of the main aims and objectives for the topic. These are all in accordance with the locally 

agreed syllabus for Cornwall. 

Lesson Plans: These are developed by the RE coordinator in accordance with planned 

units from the Cornwall Locally Agreed Syllabus alongside the units and objectives from 

‘Understanding Christianity.’ Teachers are given their planning for the entire year so that 

they can fully grasp the learning in each unit and the knowledge related to it, before 

teaching it. 

Teaching Approaches  Our teaching and learning approach has three elements: Making sense of beliefs, Making 

connections and Understanding the Impact. These three elements are woven together to 

provide breadth and balance within the teaching and learning of RE. Our lessons are 

designed to encourage an open exploration of religion and belief. 

RE learning is planned to be active, in the sense that children must engage with their own 

learning, ask questions, challenge thought, give ideas and respect the ideas of those 



around them. The children are taught to be respectful of other cultures and people’s 

beliefs no matter what their own beliefs may be. Furthermore, learning that is relevant to 

the future, is placed in a context that is meaningful to their present lives. 

 

Where possible, all lessons are planned to allow children to be as independent as possible 

using varied sources, resources and artefacts. 

The teacher is the facilitator and deliverer of RE who creates a positive learning 

environment and is focussed on learning. They too, should express enjoyment and 

enthusiasm for both their teaching and the children’s learning. 

Assessment  By the end of each Key Stage pupils are expected to know, understand and apply the 

concepts, skills and processes delivered in the RE curriculum. Every session, the teacher 

marks the children’s work by highlighting the  learning objective, ticking or correcting 

what has been produced and by providing a ‘dream’ that either extends the children’s 

learning or corrects misconceptions. 

Children are encouraged to self and peer assess against success criteria shared with them 

at the beginning of each session. 

Pupils’ achievement in RE is reported to parents and carers at parents’ evenings and 

through the annual written report. 

Rather than producing ‘levels’ for the children to reflect their learning, teachers use the 

learning outcomes as stepping stones towards the end of phase outcomes which allows 

them to track progress across a year group. Knowledge will build throughout the school 

year with the design of the curriculum which will in turn help children to make more 

progress. 

Roles and 
Responsibilities 

The RE coordinator (Melanie Wells) is responsible for designing the curriculum for RE, 

planning and introducing the RE topic to the staff, assisting with any planning or need as 

the units progress and training staff on how best to plan and deliver their units.  The 

coordinator is also responsible for supporting teachers in all aspects of their delivery of 

the RE curriculum including managing learning resources and supporting them within 

lessons when appropriate. Class teachers are responsible for using the RE planning 

effectively and selecting relevant activities from the wealth provided  to produce 

engaging and inspiring lessons that take children on a learning journey through the unit. 

They are also responsible for using assessment to ensure their planning meets the needs 

of the children in their class. 

  

 


