
 

Science Policy 

 

Introduction/Vision  Science at Trevithick Learning Academy is taught either weekly or in blocks 

(theme dependent) and follows the National Curriculum stated topics. At TLA we 

have a commitment to child led enquiry and high quality teaching of the subject 

content. Where possible, the curriculum is enhanced with relevant trips, visits 

and use of the local, outdoor environment. As a school, we ensure that children 

acquire and understand a wide range of scientific facts and knowledge. 

 

Curriculum/Organisation  Each term, teachers select the most appropriate strand of the National 

Curriculum for their year group, which always follows the National curriculum but 

is also sometimes  linked to the topic where possible so that a wide range of 

knowledge can be acquired and applied to the children’s understanding of the 

world around them. Long term and medium term plans have been created by the 

subject coordinator to ensure progression of both knowledge and ‘working 

scientifically’ skills across all year groups.  

Where there are less National Curriculum strands than there are terms, teachers 

are able to select a scientific subject that is not in the National Curriculum and 

teach as an additional block. 

 

Teaching Approaches  Science teaching is planned to be child led. Children are able to ask questions at 

the start of a topic that the teacher will ensure are answered during the block.  

 

To ensure that children have a good understanding of scientific vocabulary, key 

dates, key figures and know what they will be learning within each topic, 

knowledge organisers are created and each child has a copy in their book for their 

reference. These also allow teachers to ensure that they have full curriculum 

content coverage and that there is coverage of a range of the five enquiry types 

and a number of the working scientifically descriptors. This ensures that the 

children progress and develop their skills and knowledge in science. 

 

As a school, we pay close attention to the working scientifically descriptors for 

science and use a shared planning document to ensure that all of the scientific 

skills are covered frequently throughout the year at the most appropriate time 

and that progression in skills is developed as the children move up through the 

school.  

 



In order to make science relevant to the children, where possible, we endeavour 

to enrich the curriculum with school trips, visits from relevant 

people/organisations and using our local, outdoor environment. We also use trips 

to the local secondary school for science workshops as a way to aid transition for 

the children in upper key stage 2.  

To ensure that knowledge is embedded and built upon from the early stages of 

schooling, the school holds weekly forest school and beach school sessions to 

teach the child about the world around us. We are also fortunate to have the 

Venture centre where the youngest children can begin their knowledge from a 

young age. 

In addition to these experiences, we celebrate British Science Week annually and 

the curriculum is collapsed to celebrate and explore science in ways the 

curriculum would not usually allow.  

 

Assessment  Every session is marked by highlighting the learning objective, ticking or 

correcting what has been produced, and by providing a ‘dream’ or a ‘digging 

deeper’ that either extends the children’s learning or corrects misconceptions. 

The teacher uses their professional judgement to decide which each child will be 

provided with. 

Teachers also use age appropriate methods to assess the children’s knowledge at 

the start and end of a topic to monitor progression. This is completed using a 

method which is most suitable to the age and needs of the children in the class 

and is done through quizzes, concept cartoons, wonder walls and concept maps. 

Teachers use their judgement to match children to the National Curriculum levels 

which are written in child friendly language in the children’s learning journeys.  

The success criteria for each lesson is shared with the children at the beginning of 

each session on the slides. The success criteria is then shared again at the end of 

the lesson so that children can self or peer assess their learning successfully.  

Pupils’ achievement in Science  is reported to parents and carers at parents’ 

evenings and through the annual written report. 
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