
 

Topic Policy 

 

Introduction/Vision  The teaching of Topic at Trevithick Learning Academy is cross-curricular and 

allows for many different subjects to be taught throughout the year. These topics 

cover many different areas within the geography and history curriculum and 

enable children from all year groups to access a range of exciting topics. The 

learning is enquiry led and allows for children to learn through hands-on 

investigation across the curriculum. These topics begin with an exciting trip and 

have real outcomes, which the children prepare for throughout the term. 

It is important to us at TLA that we provide lessons and topics that enable our 

children to develop their ‘cultural capital’ allowing them to become 

knowledgeable and confident citizens of the wider world with a deep 

understanding of the world around them both past and present. 

Curriculum/Organisation  Each year group has a different topic every half term. These topics are carefully 

chosen by teachers to ensure that they meet national curriculum objectives in 

History and Geography and that within the topics there is a progression of skills 

and knowledge across the school. The curriculum is also mapped out across the 

school to ensure there is not unnecessary overlap and is monitored by the wider 

curriculum team. 

Topics are either taught in blocks or as weekly lessons across each half term 

depending on the nature of the topic and which structure it best lends itself to. 

Dazzle topic homework grids are also created for the children to extend their 

learning beyond school into the home, providing opportunities for the children to 

carry out work and explore topics with family members. 

Teachers produce knowledge organisers which detail key themes as well as 

appropriate vocabulary, objectives and questions which are a great tool for both 

the teacher and children to use throughout the planning process and lessons 

themselves. 

Teaching Approaches  Topic learning is planned to be active, in the sense that children must engage 

with their own learning gaining knowledge and skills relevant to the world around 

them. Where appropriate, lessons are planned to allow the children to be as 

independent as possible using varied sources and resources to acquire deeper 

understanding and greater skill. 

The teacher is the facilitator and deliverer of the topics creating a positive 

learning environment which promotes  enjoyment and enthusiasm for both their 

teaching and the children’s learning. 

Children will be taken on trips linked to their topic in order to create a 

memorable starting point. 



Children’s non-fiction writing will be linked to their topic, giving them the 

opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills they have learnt in an appropriate 

context through cross curricular learning. 

Assessment  Every session is marked by highlighting the learning objective, ticking or 

correcting what has been produced, and by providing a ‘dream’ that either 

extends the children’s learning or corrects misconceptions. 

Teachers use their judgement to assess children’s understanding and acquisition 

of knowledge against the National Curriculum levels which are written in child 

friendly language.  

Children are encouraged to self and peer assess against the success criteria 

shared with them at the beginning of each session. 

Pupils’ achievement in the topic is reported to parents and carers at parents’ 

evenings and through the annual written report. 

Children are also given some form of quiz (Kahoot/Google) at the end of a topic 

unit. 
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